
4-H Holiday Activity Guide
We know how important meaningful family time is during the holidays, and how it may
be a challenge to come up with ideas on how to spend that precious time together.  That’s
one of the very reasons why the national 4-H program has published a holiday activity
guide.  

The Holiday Activity Guide has great ways to spend quality time with people, and we can
learn so much from our family when we see them at the holidays.
The Holiday Guide contains an array of fun activities, such as decorating gingerbread
houses, making ornaments, family story time, visual art projects, and many food recipes.

For a lot of us, holiday memories and experiences happen in the kitchen.  Within the
Holiday Guide is a “cookie book” - listing more than 20 sweet holiday recipes to make
together. One recipe you have to try is the no-bake cookies, a recipe from a Kansas 4-H
member. They just might be a perfect gift for your neighbors. 
 
In the holiday guide, there are several activities that are STEM and math-focused.   That’s
one of the things we pride ourselves on in 4-H – to have those experiential, fun learning
activities.  Food and STEM are both project areas you may already be involved in, and the
activity guide includes an additional area important during the holidays: service.
It shares how you might put together a winter coat drive for your community or how you
might make fleece scarves by hand for the homeless.

To begin one of the many fun and educational projects offered by 4-H, go online to find
the complete Holiday Activity Guide.

( https://4-h.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/08094637/4H-at-Home-Holiday-
Activity-Guide-and-Cookie-Making-Recipes-2020.pdf )
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Youth Leaders Canned Food Drive
Leavenworth County 4-H Youth Leaders are collecting non-
perishable food items for our local food pantries. 
You can simply bring your non-perishable items to the
Extension Office from now until December 17th.  Please
contribute if you can.  

The goal is to exceed the 1501 items we collected last year.
Also, Leavenworth County 4-H is donating a $50 cash prize
to the club that donates the most items.  

 A flat of 12 cans of soup counts as 12 items, but a box of
granola bars counts as 1 item, not 10 and a bag of potatoes
counts as 1, not 20 - (please don't break open packages
meant to be one thing). 

If you have questions, please contact the office or Gretchen
Manus. 

Thank you to those 4-H families who have already enrolled
for the 2024-2025 4-H year. If you have not yet enrolled,
please do so as soon as possible. 4-Hers should not be
participating in 4-H events without being enrolled.   The
add/drop deadline is fast approaching.  What does this
mean?  After February 1st, if you are not enrolled in 4-H,
you will not be able to participate in the 2025
Leavenworth County Fair under 4-H.  You are also not
able to add any additional projects after February 1st.  If
you are already enrolled, I strongly encourage you to log in
to your 4-H profile in 4-Honline and check your projects.
You can do this by clicking on projects on the left hand
side of the screen.  If you would like to add or drop a
project, you must contact the Extension Office to do so.  If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give us a
call at the office. We are here to help!!
 

4-H Enrollment - Add/Drop Deadline February 1, 2025
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Kansas State Research and Extension and 4-H Youth
Development offers an educational program specifically
designed for youth ages 5 and 6 called Cloverbuds. 
Children of this age have distinctive learning
characteristics and developmental needs that are different
from older youth who participate in 4-H. That is why the
4-H Cloverbuds program is designed with specific
educational objectives and policies focused to benefit 5-
and 6-year-old children. 
4-H Cloverbuds may not participate in any competitive 4-
H events, but they may showcase their exhibits at county
fair and public events. 4-H Cloverbuds are allowed to
showcase a pet from the approved list in accordance with
4-H Cloverbuds pet policies. 4-H Cloverbuds may not
own and/or show 4-H livestock. 
Most of our community clubs in Leavenworth County
have youth this age who are enrolled members of that
club. Some clubs have separate activities for Cloverbud
youth while others have them engage during their regular
monthly meetings.  Leavenworth County 4-H also offers a
countywide Cloverbud meeting every quarter.
The next Countywide Cloverbud meeting will be hosted
by Grown Right and held on January 5th at 3pm.  Contact
the Extension Office for more information or to RSVP.

It’s not to late to apply to be a delegate for Citizenship Washington Focus trip in 2026.  Delegates must be 14 by January 1, 2026 to
participate.  Applications are due December 15th.  Please contact the Extension Office for more information.  Don’t miss out!
 

Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF)



Summer Camp
Rock Springs

Ranch
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4-H County Club Day 

What?
W h a t  i s  4 -H  C l u b  D a y  y o u  a s k ?  4 - H  C lub  Day  i s  an
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  y o u t h  t o  s h o w  o f f  t h e i r  t a lent s  and
p r a c t i c e  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  Y o u t h  w i l l  p r e sent  or  preform  in
f r o n t  o f  a  j u d ge  a n d  t h e n  r e c e i v e  a  l i t t l e  f eedback  and a
r i b b o n .  I f  yo u  l i k e  t o  s i n g ,  d a n c e ,  p l a y  an  inst rument ,  do  a
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o r  t a l k  a b o u t  a  f a v o r i t e  su b ject  or  act  out  a
s k i t  t h e n  4 -H  C l u b  D a y  i s  t h e  p l a c e  for  y ou.
 

Why?
P art ic ipat ing  in  Club D ay  he lps  yout h  work  on publ ic
speaking  sk i l l s ,  bui ld s  conf id ence  and a l lows  t hem t o  show
o ff  the i r  amazing  ta lents .  P art ic i pat ing  in  event s  l ike  th i s  one
w i l l  he lp  youth  deve lop  comm unicat ion  sk i l l s ,  boost  cr i t ica l
t h inking  and increase  s e l f -e s teem.  
 

When & Where?
L e a v e n w o r t h  C o u n t y  C l u b  D a y  i s  a l w ays  h e ld  in  Feb ruary .
T h i s  y e a r  i s  n o  d i f f e r en t .   W e  w i l l  s t a r t  a  l i t t l e  l a te r  t o  he lp
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h o s e  w h o  a t t en d  c h ur c h  on Sunday  mornings .  

T e n t a t i v e  D a t e :  S u n d a y ,  F eb r u a r y  2 ,  2 0 2 5
W h er e :  L a n s i n g  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
 

How?
H o w  d o I  reg i s ter?  You wi l l  rece ive  a  l ink  v ia  em ai l  in  ear ly
J a nu a ry .  P lease  f i l l  out  t he  r eg i s t rat ion  form no la ter  than
J a nu a ry  17th.  Yo u wi l l  a l so  be  able  to  access  th e  reg i s t r at ion
f o r m  on ou r  webs i te  once  i t  i s  ema i led  out .  P lease  re m em ber  to
f i l l  o ut  a  separate  reg i s t ra t i o n  form for  each  p art ic ipant .  I f  you
h a v e  any  quest ions ,  p leas e  contac t  th e  E xtens ion Off i ce  a t  913-
3 6 4 -5 700.
 



  Citizenship in Action
 Have you attended Citizenship in Action, also known as CIA? This is a great opportunity for youth aged 13-18 to travel
to the Kansas State Capitol in Topeka to get a first-hand look at how our state legislation functions. This event takes
place on a Sunday and Monday over the President’s Day holiday weekend. This year, Citizenship in Action will be held
on February 16-17, 2025. One main goal of this conference is to educate our youth about the government system. CIA is
designed to help 4-H members understand that they have a voice when it comes to current issues, and to teach them how
to participate in making important decisions. Youth who attend this event will have the opportunity to meet with State
Representatives and Senators from the communities that they live in. They will get to tour the Capitol building and
watch parliamentary procedure in action. Transportation and chaperoning for Citizenship in Action will be provided by
the Extension Office.  Registration opening soon.  Check your email for more details.

 Junior Producer Days
  Save the Dates!! Plans are underway for the K-State Junior Producer Days in the spring. These are one-day educational
events, hosted on the K-State campus in Weber Hall, through which families can learn about the selection and
management of youth livestock projects. Youth, parents, extension agents, ag teachers, project leaders, and other
interested parties will be invited to register and attend. These events are designed as family learning opportunities. We
host two a year – beef and sheep in even years and swine and meat goat in odd years. Therefore, next spring is the year for
junior swine producer day and junior meat goat producer day. The dates are below to get on your busy spring calendars.
Stay tuned for the tentative program and registration details to be released in the next few weeks!

K-State Junior Swine Producer Day – March 1
 K-State Junior Meat Goat Producer Day – March 22
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  Horse Panorama
 Calling all horse lovers! Mark your calendar and make plans to attend this year’s 4-H Horse Panorama. 
When: February 22-23, 2025 at Rock Spring Ranch
Who Can Attend: 4-H Members 7-18 (as of January 1st, 2024) and Adult Volunteers 
Why Should I Go: Youth will gain knowledge about the 4-H horse project through educational activities for 4- Hers of
all ages. Horse Panorama is made up of a variety of contests that are specifically designed for the horse project. The list of
contests includes Horse Quiz Bowl, Hippology, Public Speaking Presentations, Photography, and Educational Posters.
If you aren’t already, be sure to get enrolled in the horse project on 4-H Online so that you will get emails and updates on
4-H Horse events. 



Leavenworth County

Leavenworth County
711 Marshall St.
Suite 101
Leavenworth, KS 66048 

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and
activities. Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by contacting the event contact (Sonya Murphy) two

weeks prior to the start of the even at (913-364-5700). Requests received after this date will be honored when it is feasible to do so.


